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power. Vice and wrong are ever destroying themselves
The more single-eyed selfishness is, the more it destroys
itself. By a necessary contradiction egoism which aims at
the destruction of others leads to the unconscious destruc-
tion of self. In seeking to increase life, make it richer and
more happy, egoism really diminishes, impoverishes and anni-
hilates it.   Sympathy and love are rooted in the same
natural bonds which have conditioned the very continuance
of the race on the faithful discharge of their duties to others
besides themselves. It is an assumption not warranted by
history and psychology that man, so far as he acts rationally,
has his own individual pleasure as his conscious aim to
the exclusion of what is for the interest of others. As
far as we are able to penetrate into pre-historic times, man
has been found to be a gregarious being, who could not
have maintained himself except by the instincts of sympathy,
the feeling of solidarity, and a certain degree of unselfishness;

which are all presupposed in life in a community. As
Aristotle has said, the man who could live without
society must either be a beast or a god. Only as a
member of society and by the observance of ethical laws
can man enjoy the highest and most durable bliss. He
must be a monster or a savage who will dare to say that, if
there be no I'svara, it is right or permissible for any man,
apart from the terrors of civil or criminal law, to commit
murder, theft and adultery as freely as he pleases. On the
other hand, the moral character of Psvara varies with the
ethical standards of his worshippers. As man advances to
higher stages of morality, his earlier conceptions of the moral
character ofPsvara no longer satisfy him, and are accordingly
criticised and reconstructed to meet the demand of his new
ideals. The religious mind is incapable of expressing its
relations to I'svara in any other way than by attributing to
him a nature similar to its own. The history of religious
thought amply proves this. Hence, instead of saying that
I'svara is the creator of the world, we ought to say that man
has created his idea of Psvara including all its moral ele
ments. As Xenophanes said, if lions could picture a god,
they would picture him in the form of a lion ; the horses like
ai horse ; the oxen like an ox.